Celebrate Education! Ruth Lea Davies Fund

at the Northern Piedmont Community Foundation 

The Celebrate Education! Ruth Lea Davies Fund provides financial assistance to outstanding Culpeper County public and private school teachers to enable them to participate in conferences, seminars, workshops, or cultural programs to further their professional development.  Financial assistance is also available for necessary school supplies or to sponsor a speaker to present at the teacher’s school.  This annual award is presented to a recipient whose professional excellence demonstrates the highest teaching standards and leadership.

This grant award was created in memory of Ruth Lea Davies a woman who taught English in Culpeper County for 31 years.  She retired from teaching in June 1980.  Ms. Davies said that teaching meant encouraging the student to be “the best that you can be” which she wrote on the chalkboard everyday.
How to Apply for Grants

Teachers who have taught in Culpeper County public or private schools for a minimum of three years, intend to teach in Culpeper County and have not received a grant in the previous two years are eligible to apply for grants.  Excluded from consideration are required courses in pursuit of advanced degrees and activities that do not relate to the applicant’s assigned teaching level or subject area.

Groups of teachers who work together in a particular school or subject area, and for whom a shared experience will strengthen the benefits to students are welcome to apply for the same opportunity.  

A final report is due to the Northern Piedmont Community Foundation one month after the project is completed.  An acceptable final report will include the following:  Project description; Who and how many benefited?; How did you use what you learned?  How did you share what you learned? How the project’s success was determined; How the items purchased helped achieve educational goals?; and How did you benefit from the grant?

The application schedule and deadlines are listed below and are the same each year.  If the deadline falls on a holiday or weekend, the deadline is the next business day.  Applications are due to the Northern Piedmont Community Foundation (NPCF) at 4:00 pm receipt deadline, not postmark deadline.  Faxes and emails will not be accepted.  NPCF is located in the basement of BB&T at 21 Main Street, Warrenton, VA.  Our mailing address is:  P.O. Box 182, Warrenton, VA  20188.  Phone:  540-349-0631  Web address:  www.NPCF.org
Application Schedule

Application Deadline:



April 1, 2010
Announcement of Grant Winners:

April 15, 2010
Section One:  Identification

Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone _________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address _______________________________________________________________________

Section Two:  Education/Experience

Degrees (B.A., M.A., etc.), including name of college/university and year conferred ________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Awards/Recognitions/Honors ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Number of Years in Teaching (include present year) ______ 

Number of Years Teaching in Culpeper County (include present year) ______

Section Three:  Culpeper County School
Present Assignment:

School _______________________________________________________________________

Grade or Subject _______________________________________________________________

Do you intend to teach in Culpeper County next year? ______

Section Four:  Personal/Professional Information
A.  Briefly describe why you chose teaching as a career.

B.  What do you consider to be your most significant accomplishment(s) during your teaching experience       in Culpeper County?

Section Five:  What would you like to do with this grant?

A.  Describe the program/experience in which you would like to participate. Include name of program, dates, location, description of contents.

B.  What do you expect to get out of the experience? Include anticipated impact on you, your students, and your colleagues. 
C.  How will you use what you learn?  How will you share what you learn with others?

D.  What is the estimated cost of your proposal?

Travel (indicate air or land)
__________

Lodging


__________

Meals


__________

Registration/Tuition

__________

Materials


__________

Other


__________

TOTAL


__________

When will you need the funds? _________________________________

If you are part of a group that is applying for the same opportunity, please include the names of other teachers who will participate. (Each teacher must submit an application.)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

You may attach additional information that you feel supports your request for grant.

Signature ____________________________________________   Date ___________________________

Celebrate Education! Ruth Lea Davies Fund

at the Northern Piedmont Community Foundation
Principal’s Recommendation Form

Privileged/restricted information to be used by the Northern Piedmont Community Foundation only.
Name of Teacher  _______________________________________________________

Prepared by  ____________________________________________________________

A. In judging performance and professional skills, how would you rank this teacher among your faculty?


______ Top 5%    ______ Top 10%    ______ Top 25%    ______ Other

B.  Describe why this teacher is deserving of a grant award.  Topics to consider include, but are not limited to, rapport with students, respect of colleagues, character, creativity, effective use of material/technology and continual professional growth/improvement.

C.  Additional Comments/Recommendations (Optional)

Signature ____________________________________________ Date _____________

Please return in a separate, sealed envelope to Northern Piedmont Community Foundation (NPCF), P.O. Box 182, Warrenton, VA  20188 no later than March 31st.  Thank you for your assistance.
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